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The prozrammg: gnly touched . .on UFOs,w1th begflnninD ana end "bits” shom:nb Iméflbe-s
£ abltheth groups atap Cradle Hill,Warminster,valiantiy skywatcKifzseacailfisdn.-
bathed night.The tone was much like "we look for aliens as a basic human need",
whieh scems reasonable enough,but I doubt TV Critic Hérbert Kretzner,in the DiTLY
MAIL who said,"this is what the UFQ watchers sisnal,hopefullyiy every nisht. T’”__'
know there is intelligent- life in outer dpace.” Oh really? I didn’t reallse that
T"%new' that.Strike one morc plus for the skywatchinz ETH fansi®

In fact HORIZON 'approached me last October to appear on the Drogrﬁmme.I was to
give the "informed ufologists” oninion (asthey put it).Of course,this opinion was
predetermined.: UFOs were allen vehicles and I was supposéd to UrGSbnt &' procls fiﬁ
about thirty seconds I expect) of what evidence there was. Naturally,I declinac
the offer, and told. them thirty seconds was rather a long time to have to svlp-
out the answer."There isn't any" would take about two or three: A rather benuscé
BBC man said,”"That's what Allen Hynek said...we couldn' t get him to appear either”
hs it ha)pens the skywatch piece was not harmful and in fact rather p01fnent*y
summarised the emoticnal mood of skywatchers (snd,it was suggested, humanity) .
Their longing; zlances skywards spoke volumes.,.far more than all the silly UFZ
programmes the BBC has concocted in the past.We need there to be aliens - hadiy

As the evidence unfolded it became clear these aliens were shy critters.Scme
astrophysicists were shown playing their parlour game with Drake's equation,
making up the numbers as they went along with an arbitrary nature which shows
Just how little we redally know, Peter and I explain the process in UFOs:i BRI I3H
VIEWPOINT .The truth is,whilst-astronomers love o) speculate : fdon't we all?)
don't have a clue.The number, of plancts with inteéllvent llfe lles somewherc be-
tween Infinity and zero. " {4

Apart from what is’ called théf"WOW“" message: (cause that 'S what the astronomor
‘wrote.on, the comp ter tape'), .which is-an unrepeated - oneéeff not, a,whlsner has
been heard. from the radio teluscbpe dedpehes oftlikely stars.Eeter s "elephant.
.flap and Alme Michel’s cat- -flipeffeect ‘were! recqgnlsed, 'if .there were only. one
oE -two 01v1llsatlons, 1nstead ¢f the Billions the astriphysicists. oongecture,
_then the galaxy would have been’ colonlsed and they. would be here mow' . As- tbey are =

not, ., (they said that not me!) then‘it'séems that we must, be alone. :

T Whilst not being an ETH supporter,but not dism1881n3 it either a7 true Ton
the, fence' fashion) this argument seems rldlculously naieve.,apart from thc obvic
counter "maybe. they are here",which (it seems thanks to Allen Hynek And me) ‘was
not_ even postulated, Ic czn think of" two points off the top of my. head which scen
towprovade a few. 11ttlo problems for this wild aseumptlon.

1) Whv assume that if they were here we would recoznise them? "Life as we knov
iRl ds: a2 common- phrase, but as we by definition don't know "1life as we din't kuncw
it" if it were here we would probably be iznorant.Does’ the ant khow we oxist?
Does the trec? Our senses detecta very narrow range of the EM s*ectrum Our thia-
king is so constrained to earthly expectations.The universe is a darned big p.ace.
If we look through a slit a few micromillimetres thick for something itself no
wider, but which could be anywhere on a scale millions of times ﬂrbatu;,bhduld 84
expect to find it? And should we presume it doesn't exist because we don'% fi.
try? Somethins tells me man is goinz to have to stop being such an ejotist,
2) Why assume that an advanced civilisation would use radio telescopes to makc
contact? We've had them forty years and know that as interstellar telephonss tl
are useless (imazine calling mother and hearing her answer in ten thousand ysooc
To presume they are the ultimate in sommunication is silly.In twenty years we
mizht have the Googleplex Transceiver (a hypothesised system far superior).hn:
advanced civilisation would probably use that,or somethinz else.The use of adino
telescopes would be an implausable 001n01den,e Before the 'development of radic w:
had other means of lonz distance communicatdon (eg. shoutinT , but ‘who ‘would cver
dream of shouting your message to cousin Jqg in’ Australial I'm not at all
suprised we haven't heard from them.It seems x%ke a'big waste of money to me.

— LAl mmacmanma wae interestins, and .fun,but a bit an the shallow side.Yet whe:.
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laugh heartily or sit back and gape.Few of us think really deeply (Aime Michel -
a notable exception),We think they shoald be just like us...but why? If God hac -
ounce of sense he would have learnt’by His mistakes.,

The next NORTHERN UFOLOGY will be the JULY issue.The theme will be "VEHICLA INT:
FERENCE. ..,possible causations". You can start thinkinz and speculatin; for that ‘-
now.Articles must bhe in by June 30,

NsWS s: Bill Skellon of DIGAP asks to point out (after the July 1980 =ditoriall
that he has lonz postulated Ufology cannot be recognised as a science.is he say:c.
"We don't seem to have 3ot beyond gquare one and if the 'flying saucers' demide ©>
leave the earth and we human beinzs all that we could pass down to our childien’sg;. .
children would be the usual stories of myth and legend of marvellous flyini angels.
little gnomes and wee men that appeared suddenly” Sound familiar??

11 SKYSCAN, the Worcester zroup (59 Rydal Clcse, Warndon, Worcester) havs
announced a change in status.It seems to continue the healthy trend reported

last month which FUFOR and NUFOIS have followed and which MUFORA is presently

considerinz,SKYSCaN have become a restrictive membership sidciety with no publi-
interface.Their mazazine is suspended and will be replaced by selected detailec

case studies, published for the benefit of other Ufolozists.h step into the ki«

1: UFO INTERNATIONAL announce publication of a catalogue of sightings
1977-79.This is available (at £3) with a set of statistical tables at an extra 77,
Centact: Alan Parsons 160 Courtn ey 'Rd, Kinsswood, Bristol, _Avon.

13 UFO PHENOMENA, that excellent Italian production (in Erzlish), has ask:i
me to promote it to British readers, of which it would like to atteact more.Tho
level of content is incredibly hizh,with first-degree research papers from lecad:. =
ufoloijists world-wide.Past volumes are available at ¥1l5 and a supnorting sub-
scription costs B50 (US). It's worth a try....if you can afford-it!

¢: Ancther new magazine is shortly to be launched onto the scene.untitload
COMMON GROUND ('studies on the frinse of human experience’) it is a cooperative
effort from many of Britain's leading paranormal rescarchers.The aim is to study
paranormal phenomena as separate entities and explore their links from the viecw-
point of human experience.The first issue is scheduked for iay publication and ©:
promisses to have much of ufolosisical interest.lMore details will be announced whc:.
plans are fully formulated.If you want to know more then send an SEE to Kevin
McClure at 8 Scotland Rd,Little Bowden,Market Harborough,Leics. But pleasc alls:
time for A reply.

SLSEWHERE THIS MONTH..... ASWR 12 is out (5 Egton Dr,Seaton Carew,Hartlepool,
TS25 2AT) (£2 sub) reviewing books and journals in earth mysteries,magic,UFOS
etc....GUZRNSEY UFO RESEARCH Mar 81 (15p from Highcliffe,Avenue Beauvais,Ville

Au Roi, St Peter Port,Gurnsey) latest news from the Channel Isles....NORTHERN

ZARTH MYSTERIES Feb 81 (30p from 61 Clumber St,Hull HUS5 3RH) has some fascinajin -
stuff this time...a 'boggart'/ghostie/UFO entity observation from Nottinghamshire
which should be studied by all ufologists,the i#iden legend,a ditch in Manchester,
an expedition to Shap Fell and more,,,Finally, THE LEY HUNTER (issue 90)(95p fxo-
PO Box 13 Welshpool,Powys) has many theses on leys in Britain, the Bord's on

alien animals and an interestingcommentary on MIBs,coincidences and that excel . -
piece of UFO theorising, the novel MIRACLE VISITORS.

SCHOLASTIC @INCOUNTERS ..... Jenny Randles

"Alastair's doing a UFO project at school...you'll help him, won't you?' So
came the request a few weeks ago.After fatefully saying 'yes' and supplyinz come
written material I suddenly found myself scheduled to talk to Alastair's class:
So, as a true friend,I roped in Peter War'rington too and we mad: due arranycmente
to visit Stockport School in Offerton (rizht on David Rees's doorstep, we noted,
as soon as we ot there!) '

March 23 was a miserable,wet day with dark clouds and low-flyin: jumbos
roaming above the school building."A couple: of other classes got interested and

want to come,,sthat will be OK?Y teacher asked of us.lMumbling agreements,amidcti
trembling trepigaticns.we went to set up our slides and prepare for the onslousin:,
when in troopez the classes.s.and the classes...and the classes.It scemed likc
half the school had arrived,chattering and buzzing with something (we hoped anti 7 ..
ipation).They ranged from timid eleven year olds to brawny (alleged) sixteenmyegv
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0lds.Gulping in fresh air, not hearing the increrulous apolozies of a teacher as

overwhelmed as we were,we set back and prepared our attack,
Between 2,45 and 3. d5 we went straizht for the heart.We demolished Von Daniken,

showed how 90% of UFO reports are mistakes and laser-beamed the £TH (One perce pthO

lad quipped afterwards,'I thousht you believed in UFOs but you've just said they
don't ex1st') Well, not quite. “Our epilog was a potted version of the objective-

subjective paradox,arsuinz that there were two différcent "UFO phenomenons” and not
yeilding to the intense pressurc of "bat what do you think they are?" We thrust
tests their way,providing four "puzzles" (misidentifications reported as UFOs).
Their suggestions were always sensible,often incisive and somebody #ot every one
of them risht...includinz one which I haven't found an 1nVLst1*ator yet who did:
(You'll get your chance as I include the question in a quiz in my new book UFO
STUDY). Peter and I concluded that this lot were potentially better investizators
than half British ufolozy,which has to tell us something!

Questions came,and thirty or so stayed on for an hour of demanding SS grillias
There was no sizn of a let-off when a kind-hearted teacher decided’at 5pm to
abduct them aboard 0.S.B.s (Orange school buses)s But.questions were azain very
sensible.We had an interesting debate with a well informed boy of about 12 over
the Betty & Barney Hill saga leading on to shared hallucinations.We were asked

- about the relation. between factual and fictionalised UFOs,leadinz to Jung and tie

mandala concept,A petlte 1lad asked why aliens were always humanoiid and actually
scemed to understand the paradoxes this created! We were left amazed by the
objectivity of many of these youngsters.Indeed we have seldom experienced a more
rational and thauzht-provoking questicn session with adult Jroups (let_alone
ufOlOFlStS.)

Certainly our scholastic encounter made us think about much maligned child
witnesses,If this was anythinz like a rebresentitive sample then very few are

gullible,open to wild imaginings and less reliable than:adult UFO spotters,Indeed.
if as trends indicate UFOs are seen more often by children it might not be just®
because of sc-called vivid imagination.It could be that these ufonauts,beinz a
perceptive lot,know just who best to talk to.

Some facts ellicited...(from about 200 who were timetabled,sc not there by chcice)

«es About 90% had seen CLOSE ENCOUNTHERS OF TH&Z THIRD KIND

«es ADout 75% were intercsted (and 15% enouszh to zive up their spare tlme)

eees About H admitted publically to having had a puzzling sighting (othprs may
come confidentially as we follow up our contact with the school)

«»+ About 10% thouzht there was nothing strange in UFO reports .

ees 100% agreed they had once met a weird looking being (.i... ‘their teacher )

- em e s e e Em e e e we e e e mm e e wm e em e em e e bm me mm e e em S e em e wm me e e e s

NOTHING IS RESL ..... Nizel Watson

iherel s nothing’harder than tryinz to write about a person who has recently
died.This is only compunded when that person is struck down in a violent and
senseless manner.Such a task falls upon me when I try to focus my thoughts cn the
brutal slaughter of Jchn Lennon.His sonzs,and those he created and performed
with the Beatles, have had tremendous impact on our society.How much they init
iated or reflected social change is an intangible question,but no doubt most of
us can rcmenisce about how they invaded our own mental environment.

The content of Beatle songs has been under the critical microscope of peonle
more learned than myself,but you find in them an amaziing diversity of style,ideas
and imagesiThe sheer quantity and quality of output in 8 hectic years im stajger-:
inz.As an "ex" Beatle,with second wife Yoko One,Lennon went into a frenzy of
activity with happeninzs,experimental films and some equally strange vinyl pro-
ducts,with One displaying her marked inclination to scream and.screech-like a
drunken banshee,During this time Lennon dissipated his, utopian ideology in such
songs as 'Imazine' and 'Give Peace a Chance',The essence of Lennen was.that his
strong feelings were injected,intensity intact,into his songs.

Lenndn and his ilk represent the spirit.of the sixties.Times were changing (a
songster named Dylan noted that).The Russian and American space race turned ou
attention to the stars,this being the trlgger for that enigmatic and brilliant
film "2001:A Space Odyssey" and trash likec "Chariots pf the Gods'.There was
optimism in the air.Science,and drugss,would transcend'old barriers and cement
new patterns of human relatlonshlps The "Seargent Pepper" album represents the
peak of sixties optimism with its grandeur and psychedlic imaiery.

UFOs played their part in this dream.,In 1967 Britain was subjected to a huge
wave of sizhtinrs,drowning the capabilities of UFO investigators.Warminster and
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its "thingy" became a focal pointfor UFO per01p1bnts investizators and new aze
dreamers.The Beatles were intrigued by the, subject of U7Os and the paranormal,

In "A Twist of Lennbn",by Cynthia (his fatst wife) she.tells (p.137) how in 1966

they met a'couple who ,said a UFO had landed near their nome in Spain and they hqi
regular communieation with it.The Beatles were invited to listen and as one

percipient tuned in his special receiver he exclaimed..."There can you hear that?
We've almost 30t throush....They are tryinz to reach us". It was painfully ob-
vious no spacemen were tryinz to communicate and one of the Beatles had to sadly
admit "I'm awfully sorry,folks,but I think our friends are findinz it impcssible

to reach us" If we are to believe,as-Stephen S»ielber: has it,that UFO occupants
are musical geniuses then the opportunity to jam with the Beatles must have had

them cursing all the way back to Alpha.Centauri.

In the hocklet accompanylng his "Walls and 3ridges" LP Lennon states 'On the
23 August 1974 at 9'o'clock I saw a UFO' but further details have eluded me (It
was reported in NEW MUSICAL EXPR&SS at the time and was a cizar-shaped obJect if

I recalle.eJR)
Disillusionment manifested on arrival of the seventies.The bubble burst under-

the pressure of de01mallsatlon British entry into the EEC,the arrival of the

Osmonds and the dlsappearance of the mini' skirt! But in conclusion I'd s1mply
like to state: John Lennonj; Rock in Peace.

WINDOW AREAS:- What are they??
1) TIMEWARPS by Geoff Grundill

Geoff is a regular reader and investigator in Cumbria for NLUFOIG

Are Window areas timéwarps? I tend to think that these gones could be warped
areas of time & space, or cven 'black hé¢les' which exist in another .dimension
and suck in or release out anti-matter particles,UFOs could then use these as
sign-posts to enter our reality, in the same way that thsts and psychic phenom--

ena du. .
Or perhaps it could be that nature ean cause warped .magnetic fields by ord-

inary events in this world.Perhaps thé*tilting of: the earth's axis at certain

times in its history.Yet we know that black holes, if they exist in space,suck
in matter allowing nothing to escape the enormous gravitational pull.But if a

hlack-hole exists in another dimension this may be reversed so that anti-matter

leaks from it, Can this then come near to our planet?
The Window areas could be smaller versions of the Bermuda Triangle - pos51b1y

But. then are UFOs resnon51ble for the vanishings in the triangle? (No - Charles

Berlitz lS--acJR) b &= ;
UFOs thus cominz from these postulated window areas mig ht be projbcuions oL

anti-matter, or a mirroe image of ourselves in the futurL.Somp UFOs ‘appear to. be

nonc-solid,Perhaps they have just entered a window area, materialising from anti-
matter and becoming sclid matter.The reason - to make one.think that it is renl?

If a solid object were to enter a window area it would have to change its

whole atomic structure until it reached the exit point, where it could then change
back to normal.This might be the exnlanatlon for the apparant translucemcy of

some UFO experiences.,

(Readers who find this theory interesting would be advised to read the book
OTHER WORLDS, by Dr Paul Davies.This expounds, in simwnle- terms, the amazing
consequences of modern theories of quantum and sub-atomic physics.Much of it
reads like a theoretical verification of this conception: I am also aware of
experiiments being conducted in quantum physics in Australia ,which throw some
very intrizuing light on physical UFO .phenomena.,A book on the qupstlon aligiaa
the planning stages.... dltor)

2) THE PROBLEMS OF PUBLICITY, or ... Double-zlazing for Window areas
by Kevin McClure ;

Kevin is a UFOIN member, BUFORA RIC and member of the SPR UFO sub-committee.
With his wife Sue he produced the booklet STARS & RUMOURS OF STARS in 1980,
detailing his work on the: paranormal aspects of the Welsh religous revivale.
He' lives ‘in Lelcestewshire; ;!
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No doubt many of you will remember, only too well, Warminster at its worst.
Indeed, unless Shuttlewcod's books do-the decent thlnT (along,- perhaps,with some
of Peter Paget's) and spontaneously combust (s1mul$aneously) we will scarenzly
have the chance to forgect.

Warminster was, in the end, an embarassment to all sensible researchers and
investigators.It was also a window areca or UFOcal.Very probably, there was some
sound, tangible basis for the later absurdaties committed by journalists and UFO-
logists alike.But how wan we possibly establish, if we are willing to accept that
belief plays a part in the perception of phenomena,when the spontanecous incidents
ceased and the anticipated incidents bezan?. If we suspect a window area cxists,
we should perhaps keep very quiet in order to minimise the occurrence of belie f/
anticipation-inspired incidents.

Perhans we can differentiate between window-area and UFOcal.The latter is,

perhaps, in some way a nroduct of the former, a nroduct resulting from media and

investizator interest in an area where there is a tendancy for anomaloms évents
to occur.The one area of which I can claim to have any real,long-term knowledge
is the Cambrian coast of North Wales between Barmouth and thelLleyn Peninsula.lt
has a long history of anomalous,aerial lisht phenomena,runninz at least.from
1692 t6 1910;¥et. 1t 18 not .a UFOcal.There is no modern expectation of lizhts -
no one out there skywa+ch1n «In their time the Gwynedd phenomena were probably
more remarkable than those reported more recently in Dyfed (and now under rrave
suspicion) - but in 1905 nobbdy anticipated UFOs.Instead they expccted religous
nhenomena, and that is what they zot; UFOs that hovered  over chanels, and ones
that followed an evangalist halfway round North Nales.l,

So really, it may well be that our case for the existence of window areas i->
beyond accurate statistical analysis, or scientific proof.We can already argue
reasonably that the distribution of reports-is Bot randcm - that their incidence
is in scme way inversely related to population density.sut if we try to make a
stronger case than that, -to say either that anomalous events are more likely
to occur in one particular area than another, or, morespecifically, that UFO
attention is focused, possibly in somg curious way, on an area,we must be careful
that we do not contribute,by our words or actions,to that liklihcod or focussing,

~3) THE LUTON & DUNSTABLE FOCUS ! by Ken Phillips

Ken, a formper NIC of BUFORA, is'a UFOIN investigator in the Bedforshire/Buckin:-
hamshlre area, running a hotline to attract all types of paranormal phenomena.

- g

It has often puzzled investigators of UFO and other phencmena why certain

. areas of the country genceratec more reports than others.Is this state off affairs
“a direct result of popmlation density, or of press features? Perhaps an unknown

terrestrial factor is involved or scme cther obscure characteristic pertinent
to the area in question,

The objective nf this article is to focus attention on a relatively narrow
strip of terrain on the periphery of the south midlands,namely Luton and Dunstablc
(Uerhmps extending as far west as Ivinzhoe Beacon).Well attested reports zo back
to 1957,and there may beothers further back.If one were to read the archives of
all major UFO societies in the UK it would soon becitme apparant that reports
pertaininz to the south midlands tend to cluster in and arcund this region.Whot

does it mean?

The Luton -and Dunstable district is a largely Hkpulited and industrialised
zone and,as such,must reflect the world in microcosm.This must inevitably includc
man's fears,aspirations and belief systems.Putting it another way,therc arec
plenty of people around here to witness sky and zrcund phencmena,but is this the
true reason for the report clusters that secem to so charucterise this Area?

Perhaps the bhest way of zaining an insizht to this question is to compare the
window area with that of a ufolosically quiet locaticn.This would be quite a
scientific undertakinz,bearing in mind that there has never been a proper (known)
scientific study of UFOs in any case.

Another way would be to consider another window' arca ;S2y,Chingford in N.i.
London.Intense waves of sky ghenomena have been perceived there from time to
time, but,to the knowledge of certain Londen investigators,not one known report
has emerg ed from the adjacent London borough of Enfield. (In the book THIS HOUSZE
IS HAUNTED,by Guy Lyon Playfair,which concerns a poltergeist 'in ¥nfield,a number

of UFO sightings are mentioned in passing as havinl occurred in the local district

v
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«s«JR)~ Thé only barrier separating ®nfield from Chln*fvrd is the Lea Valley

Water complex,consisting of larze reservoirs almost 30 ieet deen and affording

an unrestricted view for certain inficld residents ov=r the hills of Chinsford.
Therelore, either the residents of Enficld. saw something and kept quiet about

it,or they saw nothinz whllst their neishbouss in Chlnfford were observing un- -
known sky phenomena, :

Does press coveraze stimulate further reports? Well this factor must open the
zateway to scme extont even if only to plant the germ of belief (or disbelief)

in the minds of the populace.After all much of public attitude is entircly mculded

by newspapers,TV and the media in zeneral.But what of the initial reports fouunded

on observations before the attention of the media was attracted? Could it be

that a concept is being planted in the minds of these carly percipients,which

is eventually to be incubated by-the media and finally accepted into the belief

systems of the people? (Sece MESSENGsRS OF DiCEPTION by Jacques Vallee,hnd/Or,1979)

If Vallee's theory has an clement of truth,then why a geographical focal point?
From the environmental pcint of view,the nature of the local geology could be

a major nhysical influence on sky and rround phenomena (see,”Space-tlmp Transicnt

& Unusual events" -Pers1nﬁer/L1fron1er Nelson*Hall) Certainly the local terrain

in and around Dunstable and Luton is impressive.,It is here that the midland
plain sweeps down from the north to lap against the slcpes of Dunstable Downs

3

|
which,of course,form the NE ar,m of the Chiltern-Hills.In fact,it forms a natural !
reozraphic boundary between the chalk hills of scuthern ensgland and the fertile
soil of the midland plain,It is not yet established whether earth faulting $
et sist il SShitsHamesl

Running alons the foot of this terrestrial bcundary is the pruhlstorlc track, t

Icknield Way.,This has much lezend attatched to it,describing such things as.
ghostly Reoan armies, charioteers,dogs and other tmles of unease' .Icknlcld Way
also crosses 2 numbér of prehistoric alignments (see VIEW OVER ATLANTIS by John
Michel, Abacus) It also intersects the roman road,Watling Strcet,at the centrc
of Dunst“blc Town.All this‘indicates a scene of much human endeavour,some of

which is of ‘great antiquity.
-~ What then does this shert essay provb? In a word, nothlnzl But what energces

is circumstancial evidence which gives us an indication of where to look in the

" future. But what @o we do about it? As it -is,there exists-a simple and cheap

(and thus ufologicall) way of monitoring the situation.all that members of UFO

groups and cells nced do is merely subscribe to local journals in focal arcas

and scan the pages.This is where 90% of our raw data comes from and any member

of a cell can then spot the transients,ez ghosts,UFOs,poltergeists,Forteana etc.
At the very least one can record the event place and time for archival

purposes.iiven more, by cconducting an on-site investigation,one can achieve the

necessary emphasis,or subtle intuitive feelings about the casé in question,By

enquiring into the personal backszround of the witness,the whole field of transient

phenomena becomes enriched beyond the bounds of corpor%te human knowledhe.

.(A point Ken makes here is worth restating and emphasising.As likely window areas
in your groups locale may not be inhabited by investizators,the only. way to

kecp a check on the s1tuation is to monitor their local media resularly.Groups
mizght like to considerithis simple cnzoing exercise....EDITOR)
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4) WINDOW AREAS: A POSSIBLE BXPLANATION by Granville Oldroyd & Ian Cresswell |
|

Granville and Ian live -in the Morecambe areca of North Lancashire and are both
investizators for NLUFOIG.Ian has worked onthe compilation of the historical data
catalogue between NUFON and CONTACT since 1976 and Granville is involved in a
cross-group study of early British UFO sizhtings,especially of airships.

i
!
!
To the question 'Do Window areas exist?' the answer would appear to be yes. £
Our definition of such areas would be.as follows: "These appear tc be local- j
ities from which,cver a 1enfthy perlod of time,many more reports origzinatc than
from surrounding areas.
Not only do there appear to be definite window areas for UFO activity but
also for varyins types of psychlcal/paranormal incidents.There is some evidence
that suzzests both types of activity occur within the same window areca, and

sometimes even contemporaneously.
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5) U-FOCAL IF YOU WANT TO.... Jenny Randles

In those paraphrased immortal words of Maggie Thatcher I state my current
nosition on the UFOCAL/Window Area saza.lt is a position that mizht seem odd.

It does somewhat baffle me,because there looks to be a reasonable desree of
evidence that window areas do exist.Indeed Paul and I have jyst ctompleted a buok
based around the topic (now called aLIEN CONTACT,and subtitled 'Window on Ancther
World'). So what on carth am I talkinz about? I'm not sure. I'm simply sticking
by my trusty intuition.

Firstly,let me say that in onec sense I accept window areas do exist,That is,
there are undoubtedly zones where UFO reports congrezate.Warminster is the
classic example.,Dyfed (subject of no less than threce recent books) is another,
althou,sh very recent research by Hilary fvans (to be published to an undoubted
storm in the UFO literature shortky) seems to have exploded that particular
myth the way others did for the Bermuda Triangle. Clwyd, the primciple foral
point of our humble manuscript,is a third.What I doubt is that such areas are
more than illusions,generated by several factors,If that is the case then,whilst
real in one sense,l would hesitate to pin a self-perpetunting label on them.

Let us look at some mechanisms we have to consider.Remember that UFO reports
come to public attention almost invariably due to one of two reasons. Either
the media reports an observation or an investi:ator/official hody does so.Let
us now examine some characteristics of these methods. ;

a) The media is both national and local.By far the most UFO sizhtinzs are
published by local media.Since,at times of low news flow,they will publish thé
most dreary of low definition observations a more intrizuinz one often wag@gnts
a fair sized story.Naturally this leads to a snowball effect as UFOs become a
subject for local discussion (in pubs and supermarkets) .Others,conscicusly or
subconsciously,are on the lokkout for '"the things".0ften they see something "odd"
(which may be a meteor,or a balloon,or whatever...somethinz they have never -
bothered to notice’ before).All the psychological factors then come into play.
"Gee - what's:that? Nust be.that UFO." and the green ball of fire in view five
seconds turns into a decmed disc with a flourescent zlow that scated the local"
cows as it flashed overhead.(The cows just hanpened to be moving to: keep:warm,
but nobody bothers to find that out) The.fecdback,which the media often actively
encourages ("Tell us what you have scen!)- rather disintcrested in whether tnis
be fact or fiction (so long as its a.good yarn),fans the flames,"What is the
mysterious thing®" it proclaims,building up the story in the minds of the pop-
ulace,A flap is created almost without effort.iand those who.do have genuine
experiences see a temporary lowering of the credibility thresh-hold and take the
chance fo report their experiences.lf we take,as an arbitrary! fijure,that in

one weckyin a ten square mile radius,10 TRUE UFO encounters occur.It mizht stand
a 1 ih 10 chance.of beinz reported and. then a 1 in 10 chance of findinz its way
into the media (1 in 160 overall).At the same time (as we know there are nihe
times as many IFOs as UFOs) 90 misidentifications occur,with maybe the same
nercentage (ie 9) actually reported.Adding these to the TRUE UFO report therc is
a 10 in 100 (1 in 10) chance of somecthing being renorted in the media but a

90% probability it will not be the TRUE UFO * .Given a flap,however,perhaps as
many as 90 misidentifications are now actually reported,increasing the odds of
at least one being published cinsiderably (indeed,because of thefsnOWball effect
on media interest probably several would be),TRUZ UFO observations will not °
increase very much,it seems likely,and naybe now only 4 or 5 of the 10 or 20
which do occur will be reported.These mizht be stranger,and so more likely to
find their way.into the media, but they:will still be competing with 90 IFOs

for a nlace.The likely result is that the media will publish one or two cases

in that week which are TRU: UFO$ alongside several IFOs,chosen from the zreat
infuz.In other words distortion of the real situation occurs.In comparisen-:
with other areas,not possessing this media stimulus,the locale seems to have

not only a lot of sightings but a hizher proportion of TRU& UFOs (perhaps two
out of the six in that weeks paper,which is a 3@% fisure not the normal 10%)

If you have followed all the above (and if not read it again for it is
important) you will see how this can be observed in the Dyfed region (the
Broadhaven school report in February 1977 -pened the floodgates on that occasion)
Probably it happened at Warminster too (but I wasn't around then to knowl) =

Certainly it occurred: in minor fashion in Clwyd (although onky very little local
"Mhlirt+v hae an Favr anciied and s N
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a window area...a position which we expect to alter after publication of our
book, and we aré of course not unaware of the potential study value of this!)
Once- people in an area are alerted to the phenomenon they become "sensitised"
for some while.People continue-to look for "the thin:" ,Ufologists invade the area
(we have UFO ‘spottin; weckends in hotels run by enterprising locals at both
Warminster and Dyfed) Genuine witnesses probably still feel 'their' media is
more sympathetic and may be more likely to report TRUx UFOs. The ney result is
a perpetuation of the window area,althoush we would expect it to be temparary,
with the sensitising effect wearing off in time.This seems to have occurred
sradually over the 15 years since Warminster became popular.Recently one local
UFO publication asked "Is Warminster a UFO ghost town?" No...I thihk it may
Just have become desensitised and perhaps it has finally become normal again,

b) UFO investizators are relatively thin on the Iround,active ones even less so,
Is it mere coincidence that Warminster is synonymous with Arthur Shuttlewood,or
that Randall Jones-Pugh (the only ufologist for miles) should just happen to

live in the heart of the Dyfed ufocal? It is not a simple question,and there ars
no investigators (nor have there even been any) in the Clwyd "Ufocal".Yet I have

to suspect this must have influence generally.A distribution map of UFO sizhtings
in the UK,congregates in areas where there are most ufologists.This is an

obvious statement,but it is overlooked by most people.It may be a chicken and

ezs situation (does the ufibcal attract ufolozists or ufolosists the uftcal?) but
it is important to realise that apnarant ufocals may simply be special cases

of a normal process which fosters throushout the country.®

In short I am far from convinced that we cannot explain the-mystery in terms
of the media and sociclozical snowball,combined with a catsglytic:UFO investigator.
The :Cleyd are does offer some evidence to the contrary (but I will leave it to
the book to illustrate this~ and voice my suspicions about intrinsic mechanisms
that might be occurring).If they do sccur I will not be suprised.4fter all
natural phenomena,like thunderstorms,focalise due to certain ground features,
and controlled devices,like aircraft,tend to crystalise around mysterious
locations called "Airports". Yet,in the absence of a proven ufocal free from all
sociclogical contimination (and Clwyd might be one) I am not convinced that
these windows will let in any lizht,

INVESTIGATION SZCTION
CASE 8063 MAY 15 00.40 BIDSTON, Witral Level A MIGAP (ilan 3ell)

Witness is a teacher who was returnin3z on the M53 north to Moreton,passing
Bidston Hill (which has an observatory).It was a mild,dry nisht (amidst a hot
spell) with a 7 knott easterly wind,The road was quiet, - By LA
He saw the object first as a white lisht to his right:ik #13’}5;2
drove under a bridge to come level.At 20MPH,and rather ..— =~ 2= L
frishtened,he wound down his window and saw the object g .
hoverihg 100 yards away,the heisht of a bleock of flats - Iﬁrwef“,
(below the skyline of the hill),It was so 1low and large (bigger than a golf ball
at arms length) that he could not see all of its shape.But it had two rounded
black cones which had shimmering pink/red flames behind -themiThese emitted a
kizhtbeam each,which cut off before reaching the ground.He drove past and on
reaching home (3-4 mins later) could still see the flames.He tcok his mother
back but the object had gone. The object was over a populated area and 1 mile
from Wallasey where I (JR) was that nizht.Indeed Paul and I had driven past the
very spot just 2 hours before and hadbeen walking the hill three days beforel

.Curses! Yet another "localised" and "personalised" 'impossible" case. UNKNOWN

CASE 8065 DEiC 30 22,30 HUDDZRSFIELD,W,Yorks Level C Graham Birdsall

Two men (inc an RAF gunner on leave) and an independant third 10 miles North,
saw a green oval .object pass across the sky in an arc.In view 4/5 seconds. A

vey thorouzh investization was conducted and several possibilities are in
evidence,but it secms likely this was a fireball meteor, Poss METEOR

CASE 8105 . JAN 26 . 21,00 KINGSLEY,Cheshire  Level B MUFORA (J Randles)

An 11 yr old boy on edpge of Delamere Forest was on a night
orientation exercise with school.Suddenly he looked up and

; saw a bright oran;e/red dish with white lizhts @n the rim.It
9?1& shot across the sky very fast,passinz at an estimated looo'

above tree tops and causing them to rustle (although the nizht was calm).He
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called to two-other boys who also saw it,but no teacher did.He claims his hand

compass span through 360 dezrees as the object shot over westmards,MUFORA decided
that whilst there was nc obvinus reason to question the boys story his level of

7orbal description (plus the facts the other boys saw it only "as a flash") led

them, to leave the case open,wjithout prospect of further analysis. INSUFF DATA

TH2 LUISI CONTACT EXPERIENCE Summarised from 71pp NLUFOIG report by Gordon
Barracloush & Ian Cresswell.

dMario, is a 36yr'old mill-worker (presentiy out of work due to a hernia).He is ex=
army,with awards for observation,has lived in the area all his life,and is re-

zarded as a local’ character (although not one likely to make up a story - he is
well liked) He has been writing a bock on the local countryside for some BAMC ! 7

He lives in Burneside, a village north of Kendal,Cumbria, w1th his second wife
and three teenage children. -

On November 21 1980-at 20.15,despite pouring rain and blustery wind,Mafio~was
walking a field near his ‘home (he loves walks and the weather would not -deter him)

There was some light in the field due to reflections from floodlishts at a nearby -

paper mill.Ncticing an object by a tree he took it to be a .cow (COmmon in the
area),Then he realised it was not and took it to be a shecep-shelter (he is‘very
familiar with the local env1ronment) As he got: closer he shone his hand-held
yellow plastic battery lantern at it and saw it was a stran*e craft hovering 3'
off the ground,It was stone grey,like a squashed up helicopter or airplane with
a dark glass canopy top.It emitted no light-at all, but had stranze insignia on .
the front and rear (near a kind of tail gln) It was 16' long anfE?w1de approX. .
= el Towards the front was a kind of door and a step under
- — 2 neath this.He then heard a squelching sound of foot-
é,”* "‘if“\ steps, turned and shone his lantern whereupon there was
i‘ i ~a sudden flash of bright lisht.This. came from a pencil
B,
like a flame t

: - like object held by one occupant (female) It came out
ower and struck the lantern,smashing the 3lass,and warping the

metal reflector,whlch fell out at his feet, He felt no force or recoil and kept

hold of the lantern,in a state of cons1dcrable shock, i

e Ay

The figures were about 5'6" tall with dark one piece suits and a broad mlddle

wlt.They had wvery beautiful faces,and the woman had e (i~

» very feminine fizure,She wore a. cape over her shou { ~! !t':]
~Lders,wpich'was also dark.Their feees were pale but A\f Jjﬁiéi

2o actudl.features of them were noted.Hair was in a — e N
tage=boy style and shculder length.It was blonde, Orc \ fﬂ )
feature which is intensely puzzling to the witness is { E\\ Iij ¥
that,despite the heavy rain and high wind,neither the f.u;‘ ‘AL-J: '
suit or the oecupants scemed wet and the bair did not 3
appear to move at all out of place. The woman - spoke‘b ’/‘\ / \

him in perfect English saying they had come in peace and he was not to be afraid,
She also told him not to reveal the markinss on the craft,which were reproduced

in a badge or emblem;on their suits,at the breast,

Mario felt paralysed at the legs,but cculd move the rest of-his body.The
entities clambered into the doer and the object 1lifted vertically,eventually
,'VTnlShlnT into clouds and appearing as a blue/whltp glow throusgh glouds,He
found he could move,ran home and reported the incident o the police.A neishbour,

whom he"told,contacted the press.His wife attests that he was white and shaking.
He- was nervous,could not sleep, and .suffered stomach pains and other shock
symptoms for several days.He aiso hardly left the house for sevéral wecks,
‘Letails of the psycholozical tests cannot be described here, but he was found

to be ¢ ite normal,although his belief in UFOs.was boosted to considerable
interest-and he is planning to write a book,He believes they come from space,

The lantern was analysed by police forensic uxpais fions UFOIN They ‘concluded

the damaze could have been caused by a blowlamp.Further detailed tests ,using a
lantern of identical typey,are presently underway with a professional. electrlcal

enxzineer,When his report:«c is available this will be recorded, The si¥e was

analysed by NLUFOIG but no traces_were found.Recently Mario has contacted a
MUFORA investigator.(who is a:sollicitor and who video-taped an interview

session).He asked him to find a publisher as he- was now ready to reveal the

narkinzgs on the craft. The case is still proceeding and a full report w111
e publlshed in FSR in due course,

'c'il'\\




